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of Europe were then laid. Louis the Eleventh made France, in truth, a monarchy, or, as he used to say himself, la mit hors de page. Before his time there were independent provinces in France, as the duchy of Britanny, &c., whose princes tore it to pieces, and kept it in constant domestic confusion. Louis the Eleventh reduced all these petty states by fraud, force, or marriage; for he scrupled no means to obtain his ends.
About that time, Ferdinand, King of Arragon, and Isabella, his wife, Queen of Castile, united the whole Spanish Monarchy, and drove the Moors out of Spain, who had till then kept possession of Granada. About that time, too, the House of Austria laid the great foundations of its subsequent power; first, by the marriage of Maximilian with the Heiress of Burgundy ; and then, by the marriage of his son Philip, Archduke of Austria, with Jane, the daughter of Isabella, Queen of Spain, and Heiress of that whole kingdom, and of the West Indies. By the first of these marriages, the House of Austria acquired the Seventeen Provinces; and, by the latter, Spain and America; all which centred in the person of Charles the Fifth, son of the above-mentioned Archduke, Philip, the son of Maximilian. It was upon account of these two marriages that the following Latin distich was made:
Bella gerant alii, tu feln Austria nube, Nam qua Mars aliis, dat tibi regna Venus.
This immense power, which the Emperor Charles the Fifth found himself possessed of, gave him a desire for universal power (for people never desire all